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Dana LaCroix and Murali Coryell

Bio / Press Release


Take a pint-sized powerhouse with a voice like liquid sandpaper, add a seasoned, soulful bluesman and what do you get? Murali Coryell and Dana LaCroix; a hard-hitting blues duo that can seduce listeners with a deep, funky groove, or rock a room with standard foot-stompers until last call.  MC’s soulful vocals and world-class blues guitar playing are offset by LaCroix’s ‘don’t mess with me’ attitude and a powerful, gritty voice that belies her small stature. Together they offer an acoustic take on classic blues that audiences find irresistible.
The pair met by accident years ago at a club in NYC. They crossed paths again years later. ‘I moved up north of the city to the Woodstock area a few years ago and happened to check out Murali’s website. I realized he lived close by and called him up to see if he wanted to do some playing”.  Needless to say, he did, and the Coryell-LaCroix duo was born. The two have since played shows, made recordings and written songs together, combining their collective roots into a sound that is as authentic as it is contemporary.
A seasoned singer and guitarist, Coryell, son of guitar legend Larry Coryell, grew up around the likes of Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis, & Carlos Santana. His song ‘I Was In The Room With Jimmy’ tells how Jimmy Hendrix serenaded him with some licks as he lay in his cradle backstage at the 1968 Woodstock Festival. Coryell has shared the stage with such legendary artists as B.B. King, Buddy Guy and George Thorogood.  Dubbed “one promising new hound” by the Rolling Stone Magazine, he was recently inducted into the New York Blues Hall of Fame and has received accolades from Billboard, Guitar Player Magazine and Living Blues Radio.


He started playing guitar after discovering the blues in his early teens.  "I was into the music of Led Zeppelin and other blues-influenced rock bands. My dad told me if I wanted to hear some REAL blues to get B.B. King's 'Live At The Regal' record which to this day, I consider one of the greatest recordings ever made.  The emotion and sadness in B.B. King's voice and guitar really spoke to me.  That's when I first picked up a guitar." Coryell picked up most of what he learned from listening to the music of other blues guitar greats from B.B., to early Clapton, Albert Collins, Jimi Hendrix and Albert King.

LaCroix cut her teeth singing in clubs when she was still in high school. “I used to go out to the blues jams when I was a teenager, every Monday night. It was a good place to learn the music and the trade. I was small and I looked very young for my age, so I had to be pushy. These big burly guys slinging their tele’s would be kind of condescending, asking me things like ‘do you know what key you sing it in, hon?’ I really had to prove myself.” But when LaCroix opens her mouth she lets you know she can belt out the blues with the best of them. 

Later, working the New York City music scene, she struggled to make ends meet while playing the circuit and honing her craft. “Living in New York City as a low-income artist, sharpens your senses. We were all hungry for the next experience, finding a way to stay alive, keep the rent paid and keep creating. People like Joan Osborne, The Holmes Brothers, Poppa Chubby, they were all playing the clubs back then, and everybody jammed together at the weeknight sessions. It was a good training ground. ” During her early years in New York, LaCroix opened shows for Johnnie Johnson, CJ Chenier, and the Blues Traveller, among others. She has since toured extensively with her 4-piece band, delivered songs to feature films and major labels and garnered accolades from audiences and the media in Europe, Canada and the US.
When Coryell and LaCroix hit the stage, their camaraderie comes through loud and clear as they trade off lead vocals and back each other up with a contagious energy that never fails to leave people wanting more. 

Selected Press Quotes:

James Hunter/Rolling Stone Magazine 
"One Promising New Hound"

Mark Uricheck/Living Blues"
"He can play beer-soaked blues until last call…"

Billboard Magazine - Cortney Harding
“Throughout the disc, helmed by Grammy-nominated producer/songwriter Tom Hambridge, Coryell displays laudable versatility, consummate vocal and instrumental savvy …and arrangements that shine with a dazzling blues hue. “

The Performing Songwriter Magazine – Nashville, TN
 “First impressions are lasting impressions. That being the case, Dana LaCroix has nothing to fear.”

The Daily Freeman – Kingston, NY
“LaCroix’ voice is certainly something special, spectacular even. She sings each word with meaning…” 

























